
Channel Islands Mensa
ExComm meeting – December 6, 2014

Present:
Saundra King, LocSec
Laura Nanna, Vice LocSec
Vaughn (Parkie) Parker, Treasurer
Gary Ansok, Secretary
Nancy Bowen, Editor
William Noack, Circulation Manager

Guests:
Kevin O'Gorman, Ombudsman
Luca Foschini

I CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order at 4:13 pm by President Saundra King at the home of Laura Nanna.

II OLD BUSINESS

Approval of November 18 minutes – The name “Gregg Menges” was misspelled.  Our upcoming 
celebrations should be referred to as “Holiday Parties”.  In accordance with the new by-laws, the 
offices referred to as “President” and “Vice President” should be “LocSec” and “Vice LocSec”.  With 
regard to the upcoming elections, all officers will be appointed by the elected ExComm, and therefore 
we should not refer to anyone running for a specific office.  Moved (Nancy/Laura) that the minutes be 
approved with these corrections – Passed.

Treasurer's Report – Current balance $15,191.29.  At last report we had 225 members (which means 
that we should elect 5 ExComm members during the upcoming election)..

Audit – The Audit Committee has not yet met, and will schedule a meeting in early January.  The new 
By-Laws require that there be two officers approved as signers on our accounts.  Changing the 
authorized signers is not as easy as it used to be.  Parkie will follow-up with the bank, and look for 
guidance on the Treasurers email list.  Our current bank does not have a local branch; we may look into
changing banks.

Elections – Moved (Gary/Laura) that a Nominating Committee of Kevin O'Gorman (Chair), Sheila 
Federman, and Roseanna Bellino-Strickland be appointed – Passed.  Moved (Nancy/Laura) that an 
Election Committee of Kevin O'Gorman (Chair), Ken Scotland, and Theo Jones be appointed – Passed.
The nominations (both by the Nominating Committee and, if any, by petition) will be published in the 
Match newsletter.  If there are 5 or fewer candidates, then the election will be canceled and all 
candidates declared elected.
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Scholarship – Still collecting information; it is difficult to get email addresses.  All financial aid offices 
have been notified, and posters sent to libraries.  The closing date will be January 15.  MERF promotes 
scholarships at the National level, and has 3 categories:  1) Any student attending a US university; 2) A 
Mensan attending a US university; and 3) an international student (which can be sub-grouped into US 
university and any university).  There are many scholarships available at the National level, some of 
which are narrowed by academic field.  These can be found on the AML website under “Scholarships” 
(this will send you to the MERF site).  Applications submitted electronically are already available to 
MERF; we will pass on our selections to them for regional consideration.  There are 3 readers lined up, 
which should be enough – Nancy will ask for more if needed.

Proctors – We had tested several candidates in October without seeing the proper credit at National.  
Apparently some of our reports were not received in time and will be reflected on the November report.
The next testing will be in mid-January.  In December, applicants can submit past test scores without a 
fee.

Other Old Business – None.

III NEW BUSINESS

Membership Chair – William reviewed the current membership roster and found only21 members 
under 40 years of age.  Most of our new candidates are younger, so this may grow in the future.  
William might have missed a few who did not reveal their age information, but not many.  It was 
suggested that our webpage may not be ideal for reaching younger members or candidates, but no one 
had any specific suggestions on what to change.  Kevin may get together with Luca to discuss possible 
ideas.  There was some discussion on what activities might be good for getting younger members 
involved, and what those present enjoyed when they first joined Mensa.

Holiday Parties – The party in Santa Barbara will follow this meeting at Laura Nanna's.  The party in 
Arroyo Grande will be on December 20, hosted by Claire Gordon.

Other New Business – none

IV NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, January 20, 2015, at 4:30 pm, to be held via 
teleconference – Saundra to send out details..

V ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:09 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary Ansok
Secretary, Channel Islands Mensa
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